




As a prospective
parent, or pupil, you
will be looking for a
school that provides
an outstanding 
all-round education 
– a place where each
individual can realise
his or her full
potential, whether
that be in the

classroom, on the sports field or in activities
such as art, music or drama. To deliver such
an education requires a dedicated team of
talented people and that is exactly what we
have at Glenalmond. 

Academic achievement is central to any
school and we are justly proud of our record.
Our results at both GCSE and A-level are
consistently strong and the vast majority 
of our pupils gain entry to the university 
of their choice. When it comes to
examinations, there is no alternative to 
hard work, but pupils deserve teachers that
can truly inspire them – that bring their
subjects to life and make learning both
interesting and enjoyable.

Of course, there is far more to an education
than just academics. We are a busy seven-
days-a-week school, built on an ethos of full
boarding. We provide a rich and varied range
of extra-curricular activities and we encourage
our pupils to participate in as many as
possible. Young people need challenges, and at
times we all need to be taken out of our
comfort zones. In meeting these challenges all
of our pupils, boarding and day, are given
opportunities to develop their leadership skills. 

The academic and extra-curricular life at
Glenalmond is underpinned by outstanding
pastoral care. Our children require space to
breathe, but they also need the guidance and
understanding of caring adults. We are
fortunate indeed in having such a dedicated
team of House parents and tutors. Their 
work is at the very heart of our community
and they provide a secure, supportive and
friendly environment for the young people in
their care.

Whilst it is certainly true that people make 
this school special, we are also blessed with a
magnificent location. I cannot conceive of a
more wonderful place to study, to live and to

It is my privilege to 
welcome you to Glenalmond.



grow. Set in the heart of Perthshire, in some
of the most beautiful countryside in the
United Kingdom, Glenalmond enjoys the
best of both worlds – the security of a rural
environment including unrivalled access to
outdoor pursuits and the excitement that is
provided by easy access to two of our
greatest cities, Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Throughout my career as an English teacher,
Housemistress and school leader, I have
always strived to be child-centred. My over-
riding objective is that the boys and girls at
Glenalmond enjoy a fulfilling and successful

time at school, and in doing so they develop
the humility and confidence required to live
significant lives when they leave. I hope you
enjoy reading our prospectus and that it
inspires you to come for a visit. I promise
you a very warm welcome.

ELAINE LOGAN, WARDEN

I cannot conceive of a more wonderful 
place to study, to live and to grow.







Glenalmond provides a complete education,
which allows our leavers to stand with
confidence on the verge of adulthood.

We prefer not to draw distinctions between
the ‘curricular’ and ‘extra-curricular’. For
example, our Lecture and Tutorial
programmes are not ‘extra’, but rather core
aspects of the education we give. Equally,
options such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award, learning a musical instrument or
joining the Conservation group are integral to
the life of Glenalmond and the experience of
being here.

When we talk in terms of learning we include
moral and spiritual growth. The Chapel is
central to this aspect of our lives. In
magnificent surroundings, the school gathers
together for a moment of calm in our busy
day, reflecting upon our shared values and the
expectations that we have of each other and
ourselves. For all that ours is an Episcopalian
tradition, we also welcome and respect pupils
of other faiths.

Learning 
& Growth

This does not just happen, and neither is it
easily measured or defined. It comes, in part,
from the ambience and traditions of the
College, from friendship and tolerance, and
from daily courtesies and values that we
insist upon. It comes from learning from
first-rate staff, from immersion in an
inspiring, stimulating and secure
environment, and from experiencing the
value and rewards of hard work. It comes
from facing and overcoming challenges,
from taking responsibility for others, and
from gradually forging independence and
self-reliance. It comes from playing for the
3rd XI, from an afternoon rehearsing in the
Theatre, and from exploring the almost
limitless opportunities on offer. Tangible and
intangible, this is what boarding schools do
best and with over 130 clubs, societies,
sports and activities on offer it is what
Glenalmond does exceptionally well.





Academic development and achievement is, of
course, paramount and we balance the depth
and variety of Glenalmond life with the
essential work of the classroom. We promote
a culture of academic excellence and strive
for the highest possible level of achievement
for every pupil. We extend the horizons of all,
stretching and challenging the more able,
supporting and encouraging the less able. Our
expectations are firm, but fair.

Class sizes are small and the work ethic is
strong. The staff are energetic and committed,
their teaching inspiring yet meticulous and
flexible. The nature of our community means
that academic matters are often pursued
outside the classroom; from evening Essay
Society meetings to the advice given over a
lunchtime conversation, guidance and
encouragement are never far away. Evening
prep is a prominent part of what we do and as

they mature the pupils are encouraged to
show an increasing degree of initiative and
self-discipline.

From traditional quads and cloisters to the
latest amenities, we blend a proud academic
heritage with innovation and a commitment to
the future. Our modern Science Centre
provides three floors of state-of-the-art
laboratories. Every classroom and House is
linked to the College’s computer network and
there are dozens of PCs to access. The
Learning Resources Centre is one of two
computer suites and we also have interactive
technologies to enhance the delivery of our
teaching, while the recently refurbished
20,000-volume Library provides an ideal
environment for study and research.
Study is intentionally broad in the junior years,
with all pupils working towards the GCSE. 
A common set of subjects is followed in the

We promote a culture of academic excellence and strive for 
the highest possible level of achievement for every pupil.



Second and Third Forms, with a degree 
of choice in the Fourth and Fifth Forms. 
In the Sixth Form the emphasis shifts to
specialisation, allowing for fulfilling 
in-depth study. We offer well over 20
possible subjects at A-level and we
encourage critical thinking and reflection
– we never forget that the joy to be 
taken from learning is at the heart of a
good education. 

For those pupils who require support with
their learning, we have several trained and
experienced staff based in the Learning
Resources Centre. Upon joining, all pupils
are assessed and if necessary, a
programme of learning support is devised

and co-ordinated. A range of needs is
supported at Glenalmond, though it is
essential that the pupil should be able 
to keep up with the pace of work. For the
brightest, we run a structured programme of
reading and additional seminars and lectures.
The academic progress of every pupil is
overseen by his or her Housemaster or
Housemistress and each pupil also has a
personal tutor who provides further 
support and academic guidance. Throughout
the school, regular monitoring, frequent
reports and annual parent-staff meetings
ensure that parents are kept fully informed
and involved. Parents are also welcome to
come and discuss their children’s progress 
at any time.







Art, Music and Drama are important 
to us. From recreation to performance, 
we see the creative arts as an essential 
route to self-expression.

Our approach emphasises observational
drawing as an investigative tool and as a
foundation for further study. Pupils are
encouraged to gain an understanding of ‘visual
thinking’ and to acquire a knowledge and
understanding of ‘visual vocabulary’.
All of these aspects are vigorously pursued, in
particular through the sketchbook. 

In order to offer the most appropriate
experience for individual talents and
aspirations, the broad syllabus encompasses
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Photography and
all aspects of Design, including Ceramics,
Textile Design, Jewellery Design and Furniture
Design. Older pupils may study Life Drawing.

As well as visits to exhibitions, there are 
often Masterclasses giving the pupils a 

Imaginative thought, creative responses 
and clear communication are fundamental
skills that the creative and performing 
arts foster and which cross curriculum
boundaries to touch every aspect of
education and growth. 

To study Art & Design, Music and Drama is to
engage in a process that, at its best, develops
character, builds confidence and brings
tremendous pleasure. The value we place on
the creative and performing arts is reflected
in the provision of purpose-built Art and Music
schools, and a 300-seat Theatre.

ART & DESIGN
In the contemplative and relaxed atmosphere
of the Art School, our pupils have the chance
to explore the concepts and creation of Art.

Creativity 
& Imagination



unique chance to work alongside leading
Artists and Designers, whilst gaining an insight
into Britain’s dynamic Art & Design scene.
Every year, a number of our leavers head for
Art College, the spark inside ignited.

DRAMA
Getting involved in Drama, which almost every
pupil at Glenalmond will do at one time or
another, can play a huge part in developing
teamwork, self-esteem and confidence. And it
is not just about acting; behind the scenes
pupils work on the practical aspects of set
design and construction, stage management
and lighting and sound, all of which are great

fun. Beyond the stage, we also offer Dance 
and pupils can make and edit their own films 
on DVD.

Theatre Studies is taken at GCSE and 
A-level, generating productions scripted 
and devised by the pupils themselves. 
From these and simple House variety 
shows to full-scale College productions, 
flair and enthusiasm characterises
Glenalmond Drama. Regular trips to
Edinburgh, Glasgow and London take in the
latest productions and, on occasion,
backstage tours. We also welcome
professional touring companies to perform 

Drama plays a huge part in developing 
teamwork, self-esteem and confidence.



in our own Theatre. Involvement in the holidays
with organisations such as the Scottish Youth
Theatre is encouraged, while in recent years a
number of Glenalmond productions have
played at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

MUSIC
The joy of playing and listening to Music is
central to the cultural ethos of the College.
From Orchestra, Concert Band and the Pipe
Bands to the many singer-songwriters and
rock bands who perform at the annual ‘Give
Gig’, the scene at Glenalmond takes in almost
every musical genre. Every opportunity is
taken to showcase Glenalmond music in the
community, with the annual Choral Society
concert, performed with orchestra in one of
Scotland's great cathedrals, a highlight of the
musical year.

Our Chapel-based tradition is manifest in our
outstanding Chapel and Chamber Choirs and
we are one of only a handful of British schools
to offer a bespoke Organ Scholarship.  A new
Harrison & Harrison mechanical action organ
was installed in Chapel in 2007. In addition to
the large Wind and String Ensembles, all those
learning an instrument are encouraged to join
one or more of many chamber groups, which
adapt termly to reflect the instruments and
abilities of our musicians. 





The musical life of the College is focused
on Sir Basil Spence's listed Music School,
which features a handsome auditorium
and rehearsal rooms. Over half of all pupils
receive instrumental tuition, taught by a
team of 25 specialists, many of whom
travel in from Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Music Scholars are important members of
the school community, with numerous
performance opportunities both at
Glenalmond and throughout Scotland over
the academic year. Our musicians tour
abroad every other year.

Music is also a popular curriculum choice
and, with a state-of-the-art recording studio
and software, Glenalmond is one of only two
or three Scottish schools which offer Music
Technology as an A-level study.

As is to be expected from a school 
with our heritage and location, Piping 
& Drumming enjoys a high profile. 
Our two Pipe Bands perform at major
school events and at competitions and
festivals in the UK and abroad.





Each of the Houses at Glenalmond is, 
in essence, an extended home where the
pupils sleep, socialise, work and relax in 
the company of other young people.

To assist them, the Housestaff have resident
assistants, House Matrons and a team of
tutors who undertake duties within the 
House and lead weekly tutorial discussions.
Each pupil is attached to a particular tutor 
and they provide an additional level of support
and advice. 

The Housestaff are always the first point 
of contact with the College for parents. 
We recognise and understand the importance
of the relationship between Housestaff,
parents and pupils: as much as anything this
is a partnership. 

Life in the House is based upon support and
friendship. Older pupils are encouraged to
take an interest and concern in the welfare of
the younger members and to set an example.
Formal responsibilities and leadership roles

The Houses are home to the Housestaff, 
too, and they are at the heart of the care 
that Glenalmond gives. We take great pride in
the time that is devoted to that care, and in
the trust and respect that characterises the
relationship between the boys and girls and
those responsible for them. 

There can be no substitute for the depth 
of knowledge and for the appropriateness of
the guidance this leads to. The Housestaff
guide the welfare and progress of the
members of their House academically, socially
and in all the other ways that pupils become
engaged in life at ‘Coll’. They also work to
ensure that for every pupil the College is
striking that necessary, but delicate balance
between providing understanding and support
on one hand, and direction and challenge on
the other. 

Understanding 
& Support



exist, but just by their sheer presence
within the House the pupils have around
them a tangible sense of comfort and
belonging. There is always someone to
speak to, always someone to listen. Living
together in this way develops not only
camaraderie and deep friendship, but also
tolerance and understanding. 

Day pupils are integrated into each of the
Houses and, although they go home in the
evening, they are involved in every other
aspect of House and College life. For many
it is convenient and sometimes necessary
to spend the occasional night in College
and provision is made for this. 
Beyond the House, help and guidance
comes in many different ways. Sometimes
the casual chat at the end of a lesson, on
the games field or at lunch can be as much
as is needed: a suggestion, a word of praise.

Some may prefer to speak to the Chaplain,
Matron or a member of the Guidance Team.
Sometimes, older pupils will be the first
person that a pupil goes to with a worry,
and we place great store on training and
developing leadership skills amongst our
senior pupils. We like to think that there is
always someone there, ready to listen.

Life in the House is based upon 
support and friendship.







‘I knew that grounds for rugby and cricket 
were no less indispensable than classrooms. 
From the first, equal provision was made 
for both.’ 

everyone finds the sport or activity that is
right for them. In that, we are fortunate to be
where we are and to have the space that we
do: we have our own 9-hole (18-tee) golf
course designed by James Braid, who is
perhaps better known for designing the King’s
Course at Gleneagles; we have two all-
weather surfaces which present an ideal
surface for hockey, six rugby fields, four
cricket pitches, lacrosse pitches, squash
courts, and indoor and outdoor shooting
ranges; our Sports Complex encompasses a
gymnasium, a weights room, a CV suite, a
sports hall and an excellent 25m swimming
pool; we sail on Loch Earn, canoe and kayak on
the River Tay and climb on the excellent local
crags; we even hold salmon fishing rights on
the River Almond, which pupils are able to
take up in their own time. And, just like 

So wrote Charles Wordsworth, Glenalmond’s
first Warden and nephew of the great poet.

Recreation is a fundamental part of a
complete education. The benefits of general
physical health and fitness aside, sport and
adventure activities at Glenalmond highlight
the values that we pursue more generally in
the life of the school: good conduct, fair play,
teamwork, responsibility and leadership. We
open up challenges to be overcome, skills to
be learnt, and confidence to be built.

Of course, for most pupils sport and
adventure activities are, quite simply, great
fun. They enjoy playing as a team, or
individually, competing and stretching
themselves physically and mentally. Our job 
is to provide the framework within which

Sport,
Recreation 
& Adventure



our founding fathers, we continue to 
invest: two floodlit, all-weather surfaces 
are used as full-size hockey pitches in 
the Autumn and Spring, and as 18 tennis
courts in the Summer.

Few schools can match the range and
quality of sporting participation that 
we offer; from lacrosse to athletics,
basketball, fencing and cross-country, 
the option is there.

We have the facilities and opportunities, but
we also have the staff to make the most of
them. Committed and well qualified, virtually
everyone is involved in helping to run one or
more sport or activity. Our approach is
inclusive: while we seek excellence in our
teams we also understand that not
everyone will play for the 1st XV or the 1st
XI. From beginner to national representative,
everyone at Glenalmond is entitled to, and
receives, the best that we have to give. 



Recreation is much more than organised
sport and it is perhaps inevitable that we
should aim to make the most of our natural
surroundings. The Third Form are given a
solid grounding in outdoor skills at weekly
Adventure Training sessions. They learn
navigation, campcraft, first-aid and
mountain safety, culminating in a week-long
camp and expedition outside school, upon
which many experience climbing, canoeing
and sailing for the first time. This is a
precursor to joining the Combined Cadet
Force (CCF), but it also opens up many
other opportunities. At weekends, the
Munro Club sets out to walk and climb on
the Scottish hills under the supervision of
suitably qualified staff. We compete
regularly in the Scottish Islands Peaks Race,
a demanding event combining sailing and
mountain running, the youth section of
which we have won many times. 

Few schools can match the range and quality 
of sporting participation that we offer.



In the Fourth Form, everyone participates in
the CCF and many choose to continue to do
so in the Fifth and Sixth Forms. All three
sections – Army, Navy and RAF – are very
active, each providing a framework of
service and good citizenship in which
initiative, teamwork and many more ‘hands-

on’ skills are learnt. There are regular camps to
put these qualities into practice and to meet
cadets from across the country.

In recent years, up to one third of the Upper
Sixth have succeeded in achieving the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Gold Award. To complete 
the five sections of the Award – Physical
Recreation, Skills, Service, Expedition and
Residential – can take up to two years, but at
a time when we hear of results and awards as
sometimes devalued, it offers a genuine ‘gold
standard’ for universities and employers. The
participants gain personal skills and memories
to take with them through life. That so many
succeed says a good deal about the
determination and initiative of pupils at
Glenalmond and the preparation they receive.







To be at Glenalmond is to be a part 
of a genuine community. 

With a strong House system the pupils
naturally and quickly find an affinity with their
House and its other members, but the sense
of community is much wider than that and
everyone develops a very strong bond to ‘Coll’
and what it represents. 

In part, this is due to our distinct and secure
location, which allows the pupils to learn and
explore together without the distractions of
urban living. Our size and friendly nature is
important, too: we mix easily and get to know
one another, we dine together and we see
each other daily in Chapel. Then there is the
sheer diversity and variety of activities taking
place and the feeling of involvement that
everyone, including day pupils, experiences:
there is always something to do and someone
to do it with.

From breakfast to bedtime, our days are busy.
There are lessons on six days. There are four
games sessions each week and on Saturday

afternoons the majority will normally
participate in competitive fixtures. Wednesday
afternoons are set aside for CCF, Adventure
Training, Conservation and Community
Service. Every night, except Saturday, there is
evening prep after which there is free time
and, as we keep our facilities open, this can be
spent in the Sports Complex, in the Library, on
the floodlit all-weather surfaces, or simply in
House. The day normally ends with each
House meeting together.

At every level we work to enhance social
interaction. Much of this is based on a full
programme of weekend activities; in the lower
school, quiz nights, film nights and junior
discos are held regularly. The Sixth Form has
its own centre, The Moncrieff, which is open
every lunchtime and evening. Bridging the
social environments of school and university,
the centre provides a cappuccino bar, music, 
a pool table, table football and deep sofas. This
dedicated Sixth Form centre also operates on

Partnership 
& Community



Saturday nights and is primarily run by a pupil
committee with suitable staff supervision.
More formal social occasions take place each
term, from a St Andrew’s Night Ball to a Burns’
Supper, which though fun, also stress the
importance of proper conduct.

Community also means responsibility and 
we encourage pupils to take this on as they
move up through the College. For some, 
this will eventually mean becoming a 
College or House Prefect. Everyone, however,
is expected to look after their peers. All full-
time staff live on site and they are expected

to be accessible and give of their time freely
during term.

Being at Glenalmond is a 24/7 existence, but
not every minute is accounted for and we
understand that everyone needs time to
themselves to relax and unwind. Living at
close-quarters with others you learn to
respect each other’s privacy and there is
always a space that you can call your own.

Glenalmond’s distinguished architectural and
artistic heritage is cherished by the staff and
pupil body. It has been enhanced in recent

There is always 
something to do and
someone to do it with.







years by a new Chapel organ, by a statue of
William Gladstone – our co-founder – to
mark the bi-centenary of his birth, and by a
kinetic sculpture by George Rickey OG.

We continually foster engagement with 
the wider world, both within the UK and
beyond. Each year sees academic, 
adventure and sporting trips, whilst active
exchange schemes with Brooks School,
Massachusetts, and with schools in Australia,
South America and South Africa develop
international understanding.

Charitable giving lies at the heart of
Glenalmond’s ethos, starting in Chapel but
extending widely, with an annual pupil-
devised ‘Give Gig’, regular external concerts
and fundraising events in aid of deserving
causes, and projects for individuals (often
forming the focus of a gap year).

A lively Community Service programme
builds close local ties through the giving of
practical assistance to charity shops, care
homes and other institutions, whilst
conservation projects help to maintain the
grounds to the highest standards for the
enjoyment of our many visitors.

The College shares its premises
throughout the year, allowing charities as
well as local and national organisations full
use of its range of facilities. This open
access policy is further evident in
Glenalmond’s determination to maintain
and develop the core philosophy of its
founders in offering the College’s unique
educational opportunity to all, including
pupils from the broadest range of
backgrounds. Glenalmond’s strength of
community spirit is lifelong, witnessed in
the firm friendships within the vibrant and
supportive Old Glenalmond (OG) Club.



Almost everyone goes from Glenalmond 
to Higher Education and the vast 
majority to university. From the Third 
Form, when GCSE choices are made, 
to the Fifth Form, when a careers 
guidance report is prepared for each 
pupil by the Independent Schools Careers
Organisation, careful consideration 
is given to the best options for Sixth Form
study and the implications for future 
career options.

Continuity  
& The Future

In the Sixth Form, the Housestaff and Head
of Careers provide advice on the courses
and institutions available, interview practice
and support through the application process
itself. Presentations by visiting speakers,
visits to businesses and professional
organisations and a comprehensive Careers
Library also help to find the right path.

An increasing number of pupils choose to
take a gap year between school and
university and we encourage this as a time
to build on the confidence gained at
Glenalmond and to embrace the exciting
challenges the world presents. Many pupils
apply to university after leaving, but we
advise and support their applications as we
do the applications of those still here.
So begins what we hope will become a
lifelong link between you and the College. 

We prepare our leavers to become 
the people they want to be. 



All leavers become members of the 
3,000-strong Old Glenalmond Club, which
provides a social and sporting focus for 
past pupils (known as OGs). Many of our
visiting speakers are OGs and it is a mark of
the College that so many remain in close
contact and, indeed, entrust their sons and
daughters to us.

What OGs tend to remember and value 
most are the friendships that they made
here. The battles fought on the sports 
fields, tea and toast afterwards, evenings in
House, the night of the first performance,
the peace of Chapel and the rewards of
study: it all adds up to what it means to have
been at Glenalmond. And when you leave
Glenalmond, you take that very special sense
of place and camaraderie with you. Forever.
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This prospectus describes the broad principles on which the College is presently 

run and gives an indication of our history and ethos. Although believed correct 

at the time of publication it is not part of any agreement between Parents and 

the College. Parents wishing to place specific reliance on a statement or matter 

in this Prospectus should seek written confirmation of that statement or matter 

before accepting the offer of a place.
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